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This manual is for reference and historical purposes, all rights reserved.
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Argus Forty is a modified twin-lens type camera with
a large brilliant viewing screen. Like other twin-lens
models, it shows you the picture before you take it.
In operation, it is as easy to use as the most simple
box camera but has a lens which permits picture taking
indoors or outdoors, in cloudy or bright weather with
black and white, or color film. Advanced features
usually reserved for expensive cameras, like built-in
flash and double exposure prevention, are representative
of the advanced design of the Argus Forty.

To obtain the utmost from your Argus Forty, read
this instruction book carefully 'so you will thoroughly
understand its operation.

Film Winding Knob
Shutter Release
Taking Lens
Viewing Lens
Locking Catch
Film Window
Flash Contacts
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Use Only 620 Size Film

Due to its splendid lens and shutter equipment, the
Argus Forty permits use of any type of black and
white or color film, the selection being governed by
the type of pictures you want to take.

1

Open the back of
the camera by lift-
ing up the locking
catch. The back is
hinged for conven-
jence but do not
let it drop or hinge
may be sprung.
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3

Be sure to load the
camera in subdued
light; not in bright
sunlight. Insert roll
of film in lower film
compartment and
slide into place en-
gaging spool pins.
Be sure film is in-
serted with end of
protective paper in
position indicated.

2

Place empty film
spool in upper film
compartment, first
making sure film
spool slot is engaged
with winding knob;
then press other end
of spool in place.
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Fold end of paper
(about one inch)
and insert into long
slot of the empty
film spool. To se-
cure end of paper,
give the winding
knob two or three
turns.

6

4

Pull off about six
inches of paper
leader for threading.

Caution: Do mnot
thread paper leader
under small metal
roller at bottom of
frame.
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6

Close camera back,
making sure it is
securely closed and

locked.

7

Turn film winding
knob until Figure 1
appears in the center
of the red window.
The camera is now
ready for the first
picture.
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There are three adjustments ro make in taking pictures
with your Argus Forty:
1. Adjust the shutter speed according to
the type of subject.
2. Adjust the lens according to the light
condition.
3. Focus the camera, according to the dis-
tance of the subject.

To adjust the shut-
ter, place the mov-
able indicator op-
posite the speed de-
sired. (See Exposure
Guide on opposite

page.)

To adjust the aperture
(lens opening) turn slide
pointer to a position op-
posite the desired f num-
ber. (See Exposure Guide.)




www.orphancameras.com

UNIVERSAL SETTING

Shutter speed marking 100 (1/100 second), lens mark-
ing £:8, and focus marking 25 are all indicated with red
figures. By pre-setting your Argus Forty at these
markings, the camera is properly set for all average
pictures in bright sunlight. For other conditions, cloudy
weather or unusual subjects, follow the handy guide
below.

OUTDOOR EXPOSURE GUIDE
For Average Fast Film Like Kodak Plus X, Ansco Supreme, etc.

Subject Brilliant | Bright cB"r'i‘;‘,',Yt' Cloudy-

Beach, Water and Snow | Shutter 1/100 1/100 1/100
Scenes; Distant Land-| 1/100
scapes. Lens
) f:16 f:11 f:8 f:5.6

Close-ups in Beach, Water | 1/100 1/100 1/100 1/100
and Snow Scenes; Land-
scapes with Foregound. f:11 f:8 f:5.6 f:4.5

Pictures of People, Chil- | 1/100 1/100 1/100 1/50
dren at Play, Gardens,
H , Street S f:8 f:5.6 f:4 f:4.5

All Subjects in Open | 17100 1/100 1/50 1/25
Shade; Not Under Trees
or Porches. f:5.6 f:4.5 f:4.5 f:4.5

For color see instructions supplied with film
For indoor pictures see instructions supplied with flood and flash bulbs

9
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FOCUSING

Focusing the Argus Forty is accomplished by rotating
the front lens mount until the distance selected is opposite
the index marker at the top of the mount. All markings
are in feet, and the 25-foot marking is in red. When
used with red lens and shutter settings, this is the uni-
versal focus position for all average pictures of subjects
beyond 12 feet.

On the facing page, tables are provided to indicate the
range of sharpness at all combinations of lens and
focus settings.

10
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DEPTH OF FIELD

The table below shows the range of sharpness at every
lens and focus setting. For example: With your camera
focused on 15 feet and the lens set at £:11, all subjects
between 8 feer and 111 feet will be in sharp focus.

F:4.5-75 mm. o = Infinity Circle of confusion .004"
Distance 4.5 5.6 8 11 f:16 .22

Focused ] Picture will be | Picture will be | Picture will be Picture will be | Picture will be | Picture will be
on in feet in sharp focus Jin snarp focus | in sharp focus  in sharp focus | in sharp focus |in sharp focus
€8l | From To | From To | From To | Fro o | From To | From To

o icz' oo [33 oo [28° o 117 ® 1197 o86” o

50 |23 oo [20/ 0160”7 ©|129”7 o|96” o|l'4” e

25 (158" 62 [144” 96° 122" o0[I02” 80" |65’ o

15 |1117 2321057 27> | 927 400 | 80~ 111°| 68" oo [56” oo

10 |81~ 13 | 797 1417] 717 1717] 64 234" 667 59 |48 o

8 | 697 9107 66~ 1057 607 11-117] 56~ 14-8"] 410 24 |42~ 88-

7 | 60" 847 510" 897 557 9107 507 11-77 45~ 166|311~ 34

6 |53 10517 73| 4107 7117 467 91~ | 40 11931 185~

5 |46 5845 5101 42 63 31176117 377 8533» 114~

4 |38 45731 4635 49133 52300 5117y 12

35 |33 310 327 3107 31 41 211~ 44 29~ 4'10"2’6" 58~

11
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The hrilliant view-
finder shows you the
way the picture will
look on the film.

12

Open the reflecting
view-finder hood,
using the thumb as
indicated.
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To take the picture, hold the camera as illustrated above,
and compose the subject in the view-finder as you want
it to appear in the finished picture. A lower or higher
camera position may be desirable to get just the effect
you want. Then, hold your breath for an instant and
squeeze the shutter release smoothly with the right fore-
finger. Be sure to press release as far as it will go, before
removing finger. Take care not to jar the camera or the
picture may be blurred due to camera movement.

13
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Argus Forty may be focused for close-up pictures at
a distance of 314 feet. When it is necessary or desirable
to photograph a subject from a closer position use
optical glass portrait and copy lenses.

A selection of such lenses provide a wide range of utility
in close-up photography.

Camera Focused on 314 ft. Infinity (o)
Portraic lens for use at 20"  to 3934"
Copying lens for use at 134" to 194"

The lenses are supplied unmounted, 30 mm. in diameter
and an Argus adapter ring, size 30 mm., holds them in
place on the camera lens.

Caution: When using portrait or copy lenses check
distances carefully with a-tape measure or rule. Detailed
instructions are supplied with each lens.

Ask your camera dealer to show you these useful lenses.
14
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4
Taken at 314 feer,
no portrait lens

Taken ac 18 inches, using
Portrait 2D lens

15
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WINDING
FILM

After each picture is tak-
en, wind until the next
figure appears in the cen-
ter of the red window.
After all 12 pictures have
been taken, wind about
6 turns to take up film
and protective paper.

16

UNLOADING
FILM
Open the back of the

camera by lifting the
locking catch, and lifc

out the roll of exposed
film.
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DOUBLE EXPOSURE PREVENTION

An unusual feature of Argus Forty is double exposure
prevention. This means you cannot accidenrally take
two pictures on the same film. After taking a picture,
the shutter release is locked and another picture cannot
be taken with Argus Forty until the film is wound.
This invaluable feature will eliminate one of the most
common amateur mistakes.

If it is desired to intentionally take a double exposure,
this can be accomplished by means of a small lever on
the front of the camera. When pressed upward, it re-
sets the shutter for a second picture without the need for
winding che film.

Note: This double-ex-
posure feature does not
work when shutter is
actuated by a cable re-
lease.

SMALL LEVER

17
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Argus Forty may be used to take pictures with flash
bulbs without special adjustment. Synchronization is
built-in, and the only extra required is the Argus 76
Flash Unit. This unit merely plugs into the camera,
like pluggin§ in a lamp and you are ready to take flash

pictures. Before using the flash unit, insert two fresh size
C flash batteries, with the brass caps uppermost.

18
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To attach Flash Unit to
the camera, insert flash
contact pins into the holes
on the side of the camera.
The camera is automat-
ically synchronized. Cau-
tion: do not have a flash
bulb in Flash Unit when

attaching.

It is recommended that
the film be advanced
before flash bulb is in-
serted.  After attaching
Flash Unit to the cam-
era, a flash bulb may be
inserted in it. Clean flash
bulb contact. Push bulb

in as far as it will go.

19
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FLASH TABLES

When taking flash pictures with the Argus Forty, Gen-
eral Electric SM or Sylvania SF flash bulbs or equivalent
are recommended. Using either of these flash bulbs, the
shutter may be set at any speed. Other flash bulbs of
the wire-filled type may be used with the shutter ser at
25 (1/25 second) only. This speed is marked in green as a
reminder. Refer to the Table below for proper lens
settings.

Flash Bulb Shut- Distance in Feet
ter
Sylvania| G.E. |Speed|{3.5| 4 | 5 6 |8 |[10]|15] 25

SF SM | 1/25 f22 | 16 | f16 | f11 | f8 | 5.6

SF SM | 1/50 f22 1 16 | f16 | f11 | f8 | 5.6

SF SM | 1/100 f22 | f16 | f16 [ f11 | 8 | £5.6

SF SM | 1/150| f22 | f16 | f11 | f11 | f8 | 5.6 f4.5

Press 25 |S.P.#5| 1/25 f22 | f22 | 16 | f11 | £5.6

All figures are based on use of Kodak Verichrome, Plus X or Ansco Supreme
roll film. For other films, refer to instructions furnished with flash bulbs,
available from your Argus Dealer.

Caution: Do not use flash bulbs in an explosive atmosphere. Use of a trans-
parent, protective screen is recommended as flash bulbs may shatter.

20



www.orphancameras.com

After the flash picture
is taken, the flash bulb
may be ejected auto-
matically by pressing
the red button at the
top of the Flash Unit.
This prevents burned
fingers.

To take pictures with
flash, check the dis-
tance to be sure you
are neither too close
nor too far, and follow
the instructions on
page 20.
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To protect Argus
Forty, a genuine
leather carrying case is
provided as an ac-
cessory. It is designed
to permit use of the
camera without re-
moval, including use
of the flash unit.

The threaded bushing
on the base of the cam-
era permits the use of
any standard tripod
with Argus Forty. It
is a useful accessory
for time exposures.

22
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DO YOU PLAN TO TAKE A TRIP?

Or photograph some special event? If so,
you should expose a practice roll or two
of film, including a few flash pictures.
This will acquaint you with your new
camera and prevent the disappointment
of spoiling an important picture through

lack of familiarity. ¢ < « ¢ o o o
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accident, rmsuse, mxehandlm :
reasons beyond our control '

hst price is not guar;m(eed by :hc factory.

Argus ctmera‘éi 1 Ann Arbor Michiga

Part No. 40131 Litho in U. S. A,





